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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20250

MAR 0 2 1978

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing correspondence I recently received from
tomato growers and shippers in Florida requesting or
supporting a request that you seek to obtain an agreement
with Mexico under section 204 of the Agricultural Act of
1956 to restrain Mexican exports of tomatoes to this
country. Section 204 enables an interested party to
petition you directly to negotiate with foreign countries
agreements limiting the export from such countries for
importation into the United States of any agricultural
commodity.

These letters were addressed to me but should have been
addressed directly to you for your consideration. I
suggest that you follow past practice and refer the letters
to Ambassador Strauss for review. This Department will, .
of course, be prepared to fully assist the Ambassador on
this matter. )

Respectfully,

Secretar
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The President
The White House
Vashiangton, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

1 zm enclosing correspondence I recently received from
tomato growers and shippers in Florida requesting or
supporting a request that you seek to obtain an agreement
with Mexico under section 204 of ~he Agricultural Act of
1956 to restrain Mexican exports of tomatoes to this
country. Section 204 enables an interested party to
petition you directly to negotiate with foreign countries
agreements limiting the export from such countries for
importation into the United States of any agrlcultural
commodity.

‘These letters were addressed to we but should have been
addressed directly to you for your consideration. . I
_suggest that you follow past practice and refer the letters
to Ambassador Strauss for review. This Department will,
of course, be prepared to fully assist the Ambassador on
this matter.

WRespectfully,

Bob Bergl:
Szoraiary
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~ February 7, 1978
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The Honorable Robert Bergland _
Secretary of Agriculture ' ' B .
U. S. Department of Agriculture ' T
Independence and 1h4th Streets
Washington, D. C. 20250 '

G‘%

‘Dear Secretary Bergland: o i

It has been two weeks since | sent you a Mailgram explaining the disas-
trous effect that unrestrained imports of Mexjican tomatges. are having on the
Florida Tomato IndusTry by totally shattering the United States pricing struc-
~.ture for this commodity. | explained that'the situation was desperate and
asked your help in recommending a solution to the problem To date, | have
not received a reply from you.

The situation has become more desperate. | told you that from January 15
through January 23 Florida shipped 636,804 30-pound equivalents of tomatoes
while Mexican imports totalled 1,3]9,79& 30-pound equivalents. Updating these
figures to include shipments through February 6, 1978, Florida has shipped

,901,863 and Mexican imports total 3,695,745. The price being asked for
Hexxcan imports is much less than the price being quoted for Florida tcmatoes.
In fact, the price for Mexican imports is considerably below costs of produc-
tion in both Florida and Mexico. Many of the Mexican tomatoes are being sold
on the cuff all over the United States and you, as an agriculturist, know
what this does to any market. : '

» The Florida Tomato Exchange on behalf of its members who represent about
80 percent of the volume of fresh tomatoes shipped from Florida each year
respectfully requests through you that the President of the United States,
“under the authority contained in Section 204 of the Agricultural Act of 1956,
seek to obtain an agreement with Mexico limiting the export from that country
and the importation into the United States of fresh tomatoes since domestic
producers are being adversely affected by lncreabed and excessive tomato tm-
ports from Mexico. :

During recent years, imports of fresh tomatoes into the United States
from Mexico have increased to such an extent as to disrupt the market for
" tomatoes produced in the United States. This increase in imports has been
“caused in .large part by lower costs of production in Mexico, especially in
wages paid. to agricultural employees, which it is the policy of the United
States to maintain at relatively higher levels than other countries. Because
of this unfair disparity in costs of production which exists in Mexico by
reason of the payment of substandard wages, it is practically certain that
imports of fresh fruits and vegetables will continue to increase and further
destroy the market for tomatoes produced in the United States.
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The Honorabie Robert BergTand ' _ -2- ._  : February 7, 1978

This problem has been well documented in recent years and is known to
the United States Department of Agriculture, the International Trade Com-
mission, the United States Department of State, the Special Representative
for Trade Negotiations, the Committee on Ways and Means and other responsible
officials and groups who have been concerned with foreign trade. It is there-
fore not my intention to burden thns formal request with evxdance of a problem

'that is already a matter of record

The Exchaﬂge further reop°ctfu]ly suggests “and recommends that btefore ini-

“tiating such an agreement with the Mexican government that those authorities

in the United States government who will be empowered to effectuate these nego-
tiations seek the advice and counsel of representatives of the Florida Tomato
Industry who have been affected by these imports in order to arrive at fair and
just terms that will provide for orderly marketing. Any agreement reached

. should include quantitative limitations on the amount of fresh tomatoes imported

into the United States that will avoid injury or threat of injury to domestic
producers and the economy in the American areas of production affected by the
tmportatlon of Mexican tomatoes. : :

We urge that this request be given immediate and favorable consideration
since any further delays in appropriate action on the part of the United States
govarnment to resolve this problem W|]] be disastrous to the affected segments
of our agricultural economy :

Sincerely yodrs,

Wayne Hawkins -
Executive Vice President .

WH:imjc

cc: Florida Cdngressiona] Delegation
Florida Tomato Exchange Membership



